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EPSO advices policy and decision makers at national and European level on Science Policy
EPSO is a key adviser in furthering the plant sector in Europe in partnership with other stakeholders (in the Technology Platform) and national research councils (in the ERA-Net on Plant Genomics). In addition to advice at European level, EPSO will offer increasingly information to decision makers at national and regional level. To do so, EPSO will continue to collaborate with related stakeholders in Europe and science organizations ranging from regional to a global level. The EPSO workshops will be an important tool to develop such information for emerging opportunities. 
Such advice is part of two higher level approaches: A global effort to boost plant science in partnership with similar academic associations outside Europe; and the Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE) to promote basic science at European level and to advocate strong independent scientific advice in European policy making.
Examples are:

- Inclusion of plant research in the EU Framework Program 7 www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/projects/fp7%20broker.htm 

- The creation and work of the Technology Platform “Plants for the Future” www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/index.htm 

- The creation of the European Research Council www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/ERC/index.htm 

- The creation of the ERA-Network on Plant Genomics www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/openNP/ERAPG-overview.htm 

( Mainly for EPSO Institutional Members
The Electronic Directory – your address book of individual and institutional members

The database includes the area of expertise of EPSO members and all other EPSO contacts world wide. 

( Access is restricted to EPSO members via www.epsoweb.org/protected/index.htm. Access starts Dec’2008.
The EPSO Online Portal to plant science – your link to main science funding and information sources

This portal links to funding agencies at national and European level in Europe, to scientific databases, online tools, meetings, research locations and can host your web-casts of seminars and lectures at member institutes. 

( Only EPSO members can submit new links; access at http://www.epsoweb.com/portal.php 
The EPSOpedia – your wikipedia to present your institute / university and its activities
This wikipedia presents EPSO and its institutional members. You can present your activities to attract students, new staff, communicate to the science community and the public at large.

( The EPSOpedia has public access. Only EPSO institutional members can write. Started in 2008
The EPSO Bi-annual Conference is a top level snap shot and outlook of all areas in plant sciences

EPSO conference awards honour outstanding posters. EPSO conference grants provide financial support to students and to senior scientists from new Member States to participate to the conference. 

( The Conference has Public access. Only EPSO institutional members form the organizing committee. Only personal members benefit from a reduced registration fee and can apply for support grants. Ongoing activity
www.epsoweb.org/catalog/Conf2008.htm
The EPSO Workshops are organized on selected topics on request of its members

EPSO organizes top level workshops with a bottom up principle bringing distant disciplines together to break down barriers between disciplines and foster new promising research areas.

( Benefit for institutional members. Only these can propose topics and apply to participate. Ongoing activity
http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/epso_workshops/index.htm 
The EPSO Bi-monthly electronic Newsletters, EPSO News – your update on science and science policy

This Newsletter focuses on research funding at national and European level open to cross-national research, News on Research Programmes across Europe, EPSO’s activities, job openings and meeting announcements. 

( Access is restricted to institutional member representatives and personal members. Ongoing activity
Only 2 pages are publicly available www.epsoweb.org/commun/about%20epso%20news.htm)
The EPSO Job listings – your job opportunities

Current job offers relevant to the plant sector globally are displayed for 3 months on the EPSO web, linked to the EPSO online portal and included in the Newsletter. This ensures a top job brokerage for the plant sector.

( The job list has public access and benefits all members. Ongoing activity

The EPSO World Wide Human Resources Network – your anchor in European science

EPSO members volunteer as tutor for early career scientists, e.g being well connected to your home country / Europe while you are abroad. EPSO members revive the tradition of summer student programs around Europe.

( Only personal members can apply for a tutor under this scheme. New activity in 2009
Waving the fee for Personal Membership – your staff has free access to the EPSO Personal Membership
People working at your institution can register as EPSO Personal Members without paying the Personal Membership fee. This will provide them access to the EPSO Newsletter, the EPSO “members only” web site, they can apply for a support grant for the EPSO Conference and for a tutor when leaving their country providing them information on job opportunities in their country, etc.
