
1

Botanical and Exp. Garden

Nijmegen living Solanaceae collection
and Herbarium

Titti Mariani and Gerard van der Weerden

• 1958: Professor Linskens starts collection
• 1968: Dr. G. Barendse sets up the first 

Database and electronic seed list 
• 1986: Curator G.van der Weerden expands 

collection 

Personnel: 1 Curator & 3.5 gardeners
Funding: Radboud University of Nijmegen

(previously C.U.N) 

HISTORY

HISTORY

46808875417

2261459606272261
herbarium 
collection

2419428536163156
living 
collection

accessions in 
herbarium

unidentified
accessions

number of 
genera

number of 
species

number of 
accessions

RU Solanaceae collection March 2009

COMPOSITION

WHAT WE HAVE

SOLANACEAE 
DATABASE



2

• Conservation and taxonomic verification of 
a wide range of wild non- tuber bearing
Solanaceae.

• Regeneration and seedbank storage
• Making accessions available for research 

and education
• Dissemination of information regarding

passportdata, characterization & 
evaluation data and literature references

OBJECTIVES

WHAT WE DO WITH IT
• ESIN: European Solanaceae Information Network (EU 

project on database development)
• EGGNET: EGGplant Genetic Resources NETwork

(EU project on Management, Conservation and 
Valorisation of Genetic Resources of Eggplants)

• Explore Solanaceae biodiversity to learn the 
mechanisms of plant adaptation to biotic and abiotic 
stress factors 

UTILIZATION OF THE 
COLLECTION

PROJECTS

Taxonomy of African Solanum

NEW RESEARCH IN IWWR

RESISTANCE AGAINST PATHOGENS
Search for new R genes in S.dulcamara

PROJECTS

PROJECTS

Genetic variation in the Indonesian subgenus Leptostemonum

CURRENT PROJECTS
Involving Solanaceae
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Policy 

• Keep focus on Solanaceae

•Partnership with CGN (complementary focus)

•Collection recognized by Min. of Agriculture

•Part of the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit 
Sharing 

•Part of the Solanaceae Working Group (coordinated by 
IPGRI ->Biodiversity International)

• Stronger internationalization

• More participation in International Networks

• Get more independent funding

FUTURE


